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that bind
Thoughts of a mom, a 
legendary coach and 
the gift they shared, 
page 4.

(OSV News)—Pope Leo XIV called 
for an end to the war in Iran and warned 
that the conflict could drag more countries 
in the Middle East into instability.

Speaking to pilgrims after praying the 
Angelus prayer on March 8, the pope said that 
developing news from Iran and from across 

the Middle East has 
caused “deep dismay.”

“Amid episodes 
of violence and 
devastation, and the 
widespread climate of 
hatred and fear, there 
is also the concern that 
the conflict may widen 
and that other countries 
in the region, including 
Lebanon, may once 

again sink into instability,” he said.
According to The Associated Press, 

Israeli forces struck an oil storage facility 
in Tehran, as well as targeted assaults in 
southern Lebanon against commanders 
of the Lebanese branch of Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards.

Iran has continued striking U.S. allies 
in the Gulf, including Bahrain, where 
it fired missiles at a desalination plant. 
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi 
defended the attack, arguing that the 
“U.S. set this precedent” after it struck a 
desalination plant in Iran, AP reported.

The pope’s concern for Lebanon came 
after confirmation that the conflict between 
Israel and Hezbollah militants resulted in the 
deaths of 394 people, including 83 children.

Since the start of the war on Feb. 28, at 
least 1,230 people in Iran, about a dozen 
in Israel and seven U.S. service members 
have been killed, AP said.

In his appeal, Pope Leo called on 
Catholics to pray so that “the roar of bombs 
may cease, that the weapons may fall silent, 
and that a space for dialogue may open in 
which the voice of the peoples can be heard.”

“I entrust this supplication to Mary, 
Queen of Peace,” the pope said. “May she 
intercede for those who suffer because of 
war and guide hearts along the paths of 
reconciliation and hope.”

Less than a day after the start of the 

Pope urges peace, 
warns about 
wider Middle 
East conflict

See POPE, page 9

Pope Leo XIV

By Sean Gallagher

Brad Macke is a busy man.
Being a husband and father of five daughters, ages 12 down to  

7 months, and serving as the director of mission and a theology and 
math teacher at Fiat Classical Academy in Aurora, keep him hopping.

Finding time to go to confession, something that he seeks to do 
on a monthly basis, might be a challenge for him, given his hectic 

Extended opportunities for 
confession reflect a renewed 
dedication to the sacrament

People stand in line for the sacrament of penance on Feb. 20 at St. Mary 
of the Immaculate Conception Church in Aurora, where the sacrament is 
made available from 9 a.m.-9 p.m. every third Friday of the month in an 
initiative called “12 Hours of Grace.” (Submitted photo)

See CONFESSION, page 8

By John Shaughnessy

Fourteen-year-old Margo Cave didn’t try to sugarcoat it.
She wanted it to be known that it wasn’t her idea to 

take part in Holy Fire, a daylong gathering of faith and fun 
hosted by the archdiocese for middle school Catholics who 
were being invited into a life-changing commitment to Jesus.

“My parents forced me to come here,” said Margo, a 
member of St. Bartholomew Parish in Columbus. “And I 
didn’t have any friends with me.”

Then she smiled as she recalled the unexpected change that 

happened to her during the event on Feb. 28—an event that 
began with ice-breaking moments that included a dance party 
and a performance by a magician and later turned to faith-filled 
opportunities to take part in the sacrament of reconciliation, 
eucharistic adoration and the celebration of Mass.

In the late afternoon, she joined a long line of youths 
who picked up a battery-powered candle, placed it in 
front of a monstrance containing the holy Eucharist and 
prayed to Jesus, filling the Pike Performing Arts Center in 
Indianapolis with a glow of reverence.

A change of heart and defining choices 
mark ‘awesome,’ first-ever ‘Holy Fire’

Photo: Times of prayer and reflection were part of the Holy Fire event on Feb. 28 at the Pike Performing Arts Center in Indianapolis. It also 
included ice-breaking moments of a dance party and a performance by a magician. (Photo courtesy of Madeleine Budde)

See HOLY FIRE, page 9

‘Your best ability is availability’
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life. But, as a Catholic in Dearborn 
County, it’s actually pretty easy.

All Saints Parish, in the northern 
part of the county, offers the sacrament 
of penance from 9 a.m.-9 p.m. every 

first Friday of the 
month. Confession 
is also available 
during the same 
hours on every third 
Friday at St. Mary 
of the Immaculate 
Conception Parish in 
Auora along the Ohio 
River in the southern 
part of the county.

The initiative  
is called “12 Hours of Grace,” and  
it began more than a decade ago at  
All Saints, where Macke and his family 
are parishioners. He said that it “removes 
a significant barrier” for him, his wife 
and their children who are old enough 
to take part regularly in the sacrament of 
reconciliation.

“As loved sinners, seeking to be 
holy, my family continuously needs to 
be forgiven and strengthened by the 
sacrament,” Macke said. “Obviously, it 
restores and deepens our relationship with 
the Lord. But it also helps us to love each 
other as we really desire to.

“Family life is hard, and we continue 
to offend and hurt each other. I find that 
returning to God’s mercy in the sacrament 
each month brings the joy of being 
forgiven, teaches us to forgive each other 
and brings freshness or newness in our 
relationships.”

Over the past several years, a 
number of parishes across central and 
southern Indiana have begun to offer the 
sacrament of penance for several hours 
at a time during Advent and 
Lent. There have been practical 
reasons behind some of these 
changes. At the same time, 
both priests and penitents have 
experienced spiritual benefits 
from celebrating the sacrament in 
this context. (See accompanying 
article.)

Meeting people where they’re at
Father Eric Augenstein has 

observed the merits of this 
approach over several years. In fact, he 
may have gotten the ball rolling in the 
archdiocese by offering the sacrament of 
penance for several hours at a time.

He was pastor of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Parish in New Albany 
when it had its first “12 Hours of Grace” 
in Lent in 2008 and in some years 
thereafter. He’s continued the practice 
during Lent as pastor of Nativity of Our 

Lord Jesus Christ Parish in Indianapolis.
For him, it made the sacrament of 

reconciliation more easily available for 
his parishioners.

“Virtually everyone could find time 
in a 12-hour period if they want to go to 
confession,” Father Augenstein said.

Father Jonathan Meyer has found in 
offering the sacrament of penance for  
12 hours twice a month that people most 
commonly go to confession in hours not 
connected to the celebration of Mass, 
either on weekdays or on weekends.

For several years as All Saints and  
St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception 
have had the sacrament available for 
12 hours, data has been collected about 
how many confessions are heard and 
the hours in which people are going to 
confession.

“The data actually speaks for itself,” 
said Father Meyer who, along with 
Father John Hollowell, serves in the four 
parishes of Dearborn County.

Over the past 12 years, the hours in 
which people come the most for the 
sacrament of reconciliation at All Saints 
are during the 1 p.m., 5p.m and 6 p.m. 
time slots. Since 2021, people come to 
St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception 
the most in the 11 a.m., 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
time slots.

“The most popular hours prove the fact 
that when we normally offer confession 
is not when people are actually fully 
available,” Father Meyer said. “The 12-hour 
model just meets people where they’re at.”

Father Augenstein and Father Todd 
Goodson, pastor of Our Lady of the 
Greenwood Parish in Greenwood, where 
12 consecutive hours of confessions 
are offered during Advent and Lent, 
also noted that it has been easy for 
them to find priests serving in nearby 
parishes to commit to being in their faith 
communities’ confessional for a one-hour 
time slot when the sacrament is available 

over a long period of 
time.

For the most part, 
that’s not an option 
for Father Meyer and 
Father Hollowell in the 
parishes of Dearborn 
County.

Although they 
get assistance from 
some priests in the 
nearby Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati, these two 

priests will be in the confessional for 
several hours at a time on the first and 
third Fridays each month.

But those days are something that 
Father Meyer actually looks forward to.

“It’s almost like a retreat for me,” he 
said. “I’m not in the office. I’ll just stay 
in the rectory or be in the confessional. I 
actually look forward to it. It’s a beautiful, 
relaxed, calm day.”

Setting an example
While Father Meyer may see those two 

Fridays when he spends several hours 
in a confessional as a kind of retreat for 
himself, Macke recognizes that Father 
Meyer, Father Hollowell and the other 
priests who take time in the confessional 
are still making a sacrifice to make 
the sacrament of reconciliation readily 
available for the Catholics of Dearborn 
County.

It’s a sacrifice that encourages him in 
his own vocation.

“The priests who spend themselves 
in the confessional for hours inspire and 
challenge me to be more generous and 
sacrificial to my wife and daughters,” 
Macke said. “They set an example for 

how I’m called to be a 
father.”

At the same time, 
Father Meyer sees a 
good example in the 
many Catholics who 
put such a priority 
on the sacrament of 
reconciliation that 
they carve out time 
in their busy days to 
avail themselves of the 
sacrament when it’s 

offered during a 12-hour period.
“It’s formed my heart to really think of 

the penitent, like those who are showing 
up for confession at 8 o’clock at night,” 
he said. “That’s their only time. It’s what 
works for them. That moves my heart.”

Father Goodson sees blessings in 
people reaping the benefits of the 
sacrament of penance at Our Lady of the 
Greenwood, which is available there daily.

“It’s edifying to see people taking 
advantage of one of the sacraments 
of the Church, the one that reconciles 
them to God, to the Church and to the 
community,” he said.

In addition to offering the sacrament 
for 12 hours in one day during Lent, 
Father Goodson said that confession on 
Wednesday of Holy Week at his parish, 
just before the start of the Triduum, has 
also become something of a tradition.

When he first began to minister at  
Our Lady of the Greenwood in 2019, 
he said he was shocked when 85 people 
came for confession on Wednesday of 
Holy Week that year.

Now, he knows to plan for it.
“I try to get three or four priests to 

hear confessions,” Father Goodson said. 
“We’ll hear on that Wednesday before the 
Triduum up to 200 to 250 confessions.”

‘Your best ability is availability’
What Father Goodson has seen at  

Our Lady of the Greenwood—and 
which he knows is happening to various 
degrees in other parishes across central 
and southern Indiana—is evidence of a 
renewal in the sacrament of reconciliation 
in the lives of many Catholics.

“There is some sort of movement of 
the Holy Spirit,” he said. “Confession 
opportunities are increasing. More people 

are availing themselves of the sacrament.”
The Spirit may also have been moving 

priests and penitents in the archdiocese 
to the offering of the sacrament of 
reconciliation over long periods through 
their participation in major Catholic 
events held in Indianapolis.

The National Catholic Youth 
Conference, the Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students’ SEEK conference 
and the National Eucharistic Congress 
all included having the sacrament of 
reconciliation available over several hours.

Father Augenstein said that this is “a 
major component” of such events held 
here.

“That’s not always the case in the 
parishes that people have come from 

when they go [to these events],” 
he said. “So, they take that 
experience back with them to 
their parishes.”

For Father Meyer, the data 
that has been collected in 
Dearborn County supports 
the view that a renewal in the 
sacrament of reconciliation 
is happening—at least in the 
parishes in which he ministers. 

In 2014, an average of 89 
people went to confession at All 

Saints on the days when the sacrament 
of penance was available over 12 hours. 
By 2025, that average had more than 
doubled, growing to 194.

The practice began in Aurora in 2021 
when 96 people on average took part in 
the sacrament. Just four years later in 
2025, the average had grown by more 
than 50% to 146.

“There were times [early on] 
when there weren’t people coming to 
confession,” Father Meyer said. “Now, 
when I go to 12 Hours [of Grace], I know 
I’m just going to be busy the entire time. 
It’s a different experience. The culture has 
clearly changed.”

Father Augenstein has witnessed the 
same change since he was ordained a 
priest in 2004.

“When I was first ordained, virtually 
every parish had confession on Saturday 
afternoon or by appointment, and that was 
it,” he said. “It was much more limited. 
It’s more available now.”

And in making it more available, 
Father Augenstein sees more people 
opening themselves to the gift of God’s 
mercy in the sacrament.

“As a Church and as priests, if we 
make ourselves available in the life of a 
parish, people will come,” he said.

And priests simply making themselves 
available to share God’s mercy in the 
sacrament of reconciliation is the biggest 
and best step to further the renewal of the 
sacrament, according to Father Meyer.

“Your best ability is availability,” 
he said. “Our people need to know 
that we’re available. One of the most 
beautiful things that we say to people 
is, ‘I’m here for you.’ What does that 
really look like when we’re reconciling 
someone to the Father?” †

Father Joseph Moriarty gives absolution on July 17, 2024, in the sacrament of penance to a penitent 
attending the National Eucharistic Congress at the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis. (Photo 

by Sean Gallagher)

Several parishes offer extended hours
to receive sacrament of penance

During the remaining weeks of Lent, the following locations across central 
and southern Indiana will offer the sacrament of penance from two to 12 hours 
at a time. Below are times of confession that were reported to The Criterion.

Batesville Deanery
March 20, 9 a.m.-9 p.m. at St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, Aurora
March 28, 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at St. Louis, Batesville
April 1, 9-11 a.m. and 6:30-8:30 p.m. at St. Louis, Batesville

Bloomington Deanery
March 17, 7-9 p.m. at St. Vincent de Paul, Bedford
April 1, 6-9 p.m. for St. Charles Borromeo, St. John the Apostle and St. Paul 

Catholic Center, Bloomington, at St. Paul Catholic Center

Indianapolis North Deanery
March 30, 9 a.m.-7 p.m., at Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House

Indianapolis South Deanery
March 26, 9 a.m-9 p.m. at Our Lady of the Greenwood, Greenwood

Terre Haute Deanery
March 24, 6-8 p.m. at Annunciation, Brazil
March 25, 9 a.m.-9 p.m. at St. Margaret Mary, Terre Haute
March 26, 6-8 p.m. at St. Paul the Apostle, Greencastle

Brad Macke

CONFESSION
continued from page 1
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